
LOCAL STUDENTS FROM LEOMINSTER AND ORANGE ATTENDING WASHINGTON DC CONFERENCE ON TEEN VIOLENCE
October 19, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced                today the kick-off of Washington, DC°s anti-violence youth conference                called Voices Against Violence.  The goal of the two-day student                conference is to add the voices of America°s high school students                to the debate in Washington over how to confront youth violence.                Approximately 130 Members of Congress have brought a total of 400                students from their districts to Washington to work with lawmakers                on drafting a House Resolution and to develop youth violence prevention                action plans. President Clinton was on hand this morning to meet                the students and to kick-off the event. (4-page agenda is attached.)              

Congressman Olver said, œThe primary objective of this summit is                to involve young people in the development of common-sense solutions                to the problems related to youth violence. We are holding the event                in Washington, DC, to provide teenagers with the unique opportunity                to share their ideas with their federal legislators, federal law                enforcement officials, education officials, and leaders in the entertainment                industry regarding some real solutions to the problem.”              

The 3 students attending from Congressman John Olver°s district                are: 

               Â Becky Bunker - 11th grader at Ralph C. Mahar in Orange, MA.                 Becky is being sponsored by the Office of District Attorney Elizabeth                Scheibel of Greenfield.  She will be accompanied by Bill Golding                of that office. 

               Â Antwain and Armand Hunter (twin brothers) - 11th  graders                at Leominster High School. The Hunter brothers are sponsored by                the Upward Bound program in Fitchburg and will be accompanied by                Upward Bound°s Carol McFarland, her husband Christopher, and the                boys° father Alaric Hunter.              

Becky, Antwain and Armand will help draft the House Resolution                stating the action the conference teens believe Congress can take                to help prevent youth violence.  Once drafted, the Resolution                will be presented to Congress for immediate consideration on the                House floor.  In addition, the teenagers will participate in                workshops that will cover a variety of issues including violence                in the media, peer mediation training and hate crime prevention                strategies.  MTV, the Children°s Defense Fund, the Department                of Justice, politicians and celebrities will participate and lead                many of these discussion groups.              

Back in August, Congressman Olver sent out information to various                community groups in the district asking them to select appropriate                students and sponsor their trip.   Congressman Olver will                be meeting with the students and their chaperones throughout the                conference to discuss their participation in the event and their                thoughts on youth violence.             
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